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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, PINR, VE 

SUBJECT: SURPRISE CONGRESSIONAL VISIT TO IMPRISONED 
- COUP LEADERS 


1. IN PREPARATION FOR THE UPCOMING CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE 
ABOUT THE COUP ATTEMPT OF FEBRUARY 4, SEVEN LEFTIST 
CONGRESSMEN ON FEBRUARY 21 VISITED THE FIVE COUP LEADERS 
HELD IN THE SAN CARLOS MILITARY BARRACKS. THE 
CONGRESSMEN WERE: PABLO MEDINA (CAUSA R), ARISTOBULO 
ISTURIZ (CAUSA R), CARLOS AZPURUA (CAUSA R), RAFAEL 
GUERRA RAMOS (MAS), ORLANDO FERNANDEZ (MAS), LENIN 
ANGULO (MIN) AND PEDRO JOSE ESCARRA (MIN). 


2. THE CONGRESSMEN CLAIMED THEY VISITED THE COUP 
LEADERS BECAUSE "IT WAS ABSURD" NOT TO KNOW THE COUP 
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MAKERS' "VERSION" OF THE EVENTS. ON LEAVING THE PRISON, 
ORLANDO FERNANDEZ, WHILE DENYING THAT HE WAS A 
SPOKESPERSON FOR THE COUP LEADERS, NEVERTHELESS MADE THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENTS OF WHAT THEY WERE TOLD BY THE COUP 
LEADERS : 


-- THEIR UPRISING WAS FOR PATRIOTIC REASONS, AND THEY 
HAD NO INTENT TO KILL PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ. 
THEY COULD HAVE KILLED HIM IF THEY HAD WANTED TO, SINCE 
AT ONE STAGE THE PRESIDENT WAS IN SHOOTING RANGE; 
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-- THEIR INTENT WAS TO ARREST THE pres ONG Ea OBU Hate 


ON TRIAL; 


-- THEY HAD NO INTENTION TO ESTABLISH A DICTATORSHIP, 
CITING AS PROOF THAT JOURNALISTS WERE FREE TO VISIT THE 
ARMY BASES IN THE TOWNS THEY CONTROLLED; 

A-- THEY DID NOT ATTACK LA CASONA (THE PRESIDENT'S 
HOUSE), BUT DID RESPOND TO THE SHOOTING OF DISIP OFFICERS ; 


-- THEIR INTENT WAS TO SEIZE CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY AND 
THEN CALL ON "SERIOUS PERSONS" TO FORM A "GOVERNMENT OF 
DIGNITY, RESPECT AND HONESTY." 


3. THE CONGRESSMEN ALSO QUOTED COMMANDER HUGO CHAVEZ 
FRIAS AS CLAIMING THAT, ON REALIZING THAT THE COUP 
ATTEMPT WAS FAILING, HE DELIBERATELY DESTROYED HIS 
ELECTRONIC ADDRESS BOOK "BECAUSE (IT CONTAINED) 
IMPORTANT PERSONALITIES THAT WE WERE GOING TO INVITE TO 
BECOME PART OF THE GOVERNMENT. AT NO TIME DID WE INTEND 
TO HEAD THIS GOVERNMENT." 
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4. EL UNIVERSAL OF FEBRUARY 23 REPORTED THAT AT THE 
SAME MEETING: 


-- THE COUP PLOTTERS INDICATED A DESIRE TO APPEAR BEFORE 
CONGRESS; AND 


-~- CHAVEZ ALLEGEDLY CONFIRMED THAT HE HAD DINNER WITH 
MINDEF OCHOA ANTICH ON FEBRUARY 4. 
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